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Item No.01: 

BEFORE THE NATIONAL GREEN TRIBUNAL 

SOUTHERN ZONE, CHENNAI 
 

Original Application No. 91 of 2020 (SZ)  
 

(Through Video Conference) 

IN THE MATTER OF 

Venkatapathi Raja Yenumula      

         ....Applicant(s) 

Versus 

Union of India and others.     ....Respondent(s) 
 

Date of hearing: 01.07.2020.       

CORAM:      

HON’BLE MR. JUSTICE K. RAMAKRISHNAN, JUDICIAL MEMBER 

HON’BLE MR. SAIBAL DASGUPTA, EXPERT MEMBER     

   

For Applicant(s):  Sri. Sravan Kumar  

 

For Respondent(s): Smt. Maduri donti Reddy for  

R3 to R7, R9 to R15  & R17.   

Sri. Tirunavukarasu for R8.  

 

ORDER 

 

1. The grievance in this application is that along the coastal stretch of 

Bay of Bengal touching the adjoining villages of Pallipalem, 
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Gogunnamatam of Rajole Mandalam, Kesavadasupalem, 

Chintalamori, Sankaraguptam, Padmatipalem, Turpupalem, 

Gollapalem, Karavaka, Kesinipally in Malikipuram and 

Sakhinetipalli mandals of East Godavari District of Andhra 

Pradesh, there are large scale illegal beach sand mining happening.  

Apart from this there are shrimp farms (Aqua farms) being 

conducted along the beach without getting any necessary 

permission or clearances from the respective departments.   

 

2. It is also alleged in the application that it is against the dictum laid 

down in the decision reported in Sri. S. Jagannath Vs Union of India 

& others (1997) 2 SCC 87 where in the Hon’ble Apex Court has 

considered  the impact of conducting commercial aqua farms along 

the sea coast and its impact on marine  ecology and it has been 

specifically mentioned that there must be a regulation for 

permitting such activities along the coastal line. 

 

3. In spite of the fact that there are several directions given by the 

National Green Tribunal regarding the regulation of sand mining, it 

is not followed by the authorities in the State thereby, allowing the 

sand mafia to indulge in illegal mining causing heavy loss to the 

exchequer.  
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4. According to the applicant, the sand mounds which are along the 

beach side are being removed illegally without following proper 

procedure  using heavy machineries for the purpose of filling up 

other areas with the connivance of the officials of the State 

machineries as well.  

 

5. So under such circumstances, they filed this application seeking 

the following reliefs: 

 

I. Appoint an independent experts committee consisting of 

respondent No.1,3,7,8,16 etc to assess the loss, damage 

caused due to illegal beach sand mining, sand mining in 

assigned lands in 25 Kms stretch of Bay of Bengal 

situated in Gollapalem, Turupupalem, Kesanapally, 

Padamatipalem, Shankaraguptam, Chintalamori, 

Kesavadasupalem, Antarvedikara, Antarvedi 

Devastanam, Palliapalem, Gagannamatam, Karavaka 

Villages of Sakhinetipalli, Malikipuram, Rojole mandals of 

East Godavari District in Andhra Pradesh to collect 

environment compensation and to conducting restoration, 

rejuvenation and remedial measures similar to O.A. No.76 

of 2019 (PB). 

 

II. Direct the respondents No.1,4,7,9 and District Collector of 

East Godavari districts to remove all illegal and 

unauthorized Aqua/fish ponds situated in sea coast/CRZ 

area of Gollapalem, Turupupalem, Kesanapally, 

Padamatipalem, Shankaraguptam, Chintalamori, 

Kesavadasupalem, Antarvedikara, Antarvedi 

Devastanam, Palliapalem, Gagannamatam, Karavaka 
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Villages of Sakhinetipalli, Malikipuram, Rojole mandals of 

East Godavari District in Andhra Pradesh as it was done 

in O.A. No.23 of 2019. 

 

III. Direct respondent No.1 to 16 to conduct cumulative study 

on damage caused due to flooding of sea water into 

agriculture fields of Kesavadasupalem, Chintalmori, 

Srugavarapupadu etc villages in East Godavari District of 

Andhra Pradesh for paying compensation to the victims, 

farmers. 

 

IV. Direct the respondent No.10 to investigate and register 

cases on the persons caused damage to the environment 

by conducting massive illegal mechanical sand mining in 

beaches and assigned lands for recovering the money 

earned through beach sand at Gollapalem, Turupupalem, 

Kesanapally, Padamatipalem, Shankaraguptam, 

Chintalamori, Kesavadasupalem, Antarvedikara, 

Antarvedi Devastanam, Palliapalem, Gagannamatam, 

Karavaka Villages of Sakhinetipalli, Malikipuram, Rojole 

mandals of East Godavari District in Andhra Pradesh and 

also direct the respondent No.10 to submit the status of 

past FIRs and action taken such as imposing fine, 

attaching properties etc. including in FIR No.65 of  

04.05.2016. 

 

V. Direct respondent No.1,4,9,13,14 to submit action taken 

report on the directions passed by the Hon’ble Supreme 

Court of India in S. Jagannath Vs. Union of India and Ors. 

(1997) 2 SCC 87, 
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VI. Direct respondent No.1,4,5,9,14 to indentify the 

government officials who have allowed the damage to 

environment, coast and causing disaster for fixing the 

responsibility including taking criminal and civil action, 

 

VII. Direct respondent No.4,6,7,11,14 & 15 to assess the 

damage caused due to disaster occur on 25.05.2020 in the 

form of sea water entering through drains into fertile 

agriculture lands. 

 

VIII. Direct respondent No.4,12,14,16 to restore the beach park 

at Beach nagar, Chintalamori and recover the 

loss/environment compensation from the persons 

responsible for occupation and damage. 

 

IX. Direct respondent 4, 15 to setup Locks for the 

Sankaraguptam drain at Chintalamori and other drains in 

East Godavari district to stop entering sea water into 

villages and agriculture fields, 
 

 

X. Direct respondent No.4,5,6,12,13,14 to take stringent 

action on government officials under their jurisdiction for 

failing to take action illegal sand mining and illegal 

aqua/fish ponds in East Godavari district, 

 

XI. Direct the APPCB and District Collector of East Godavari to 

submit the compliance report on the directions passed by 

the Hon’ble Tribunal in Farmer Community Kadali, AP Vs. 

State of Andhra Pradesh, O.A. No.23 of 2019 dated 

13.09.2019, 

 

 

XII. Pass any such order, as the Hon’ble Tribunal may deem fit 

and proper in the facts and circumstances of the case.” 
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6. When the matter came for hearing for admission today through 

Video Conference, Sri. Sravan Kumar represented the applicant, 

Smt. Maduri Donti Reddy represented respondents 3 to 7, 9 to 15 

& 17 and  Sri. Tirunavukarasu represented 8th respondent. 

 

7. We feel that there is no necessity to issue notice to 16th respondent 

as they are unnecessary party to the proceedings and no relief has 

been claimed against them as well.  So, 16th respondent is deleted 

by this Tribunal from the party array, even if their presence is 

required, they could be included in the expert panel to be 

appointed by this Tribunal for submitting a report on this aspect. 

 

8. The learned counsel appearing for the State Machineries of Andhra 

Pradesh Smt. Maduri Donti Reddy submitted that the allegations 

are not true and false allegations have been made against the 

officials of the State machinery and in fact the State of Andhra 

Pradesh is one State where all precautions are being taken to 

implement the sand mining policy as per the directions given by 

the Central Government as well as National Green Tribunal. 

 

9. Time and again this Tribunal as well as the various Hon’ble High 

Courts and the Hon’ble Apex Court have come heavily on the 

States on their failure regarding the regulating of sand mining in 
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the State.  There are innumerable complaints coming not only in 

respect of illegal sand mining in the State of Andhra Pradesh but in 

respect of other States as well. There are allegations of over 

exploitation of natural resources without following the necessary 

procedure for assessing the sustainable mining policy while 

granting permissions. 

 

10. Further, there are allegations of illegal  sand mining being 

done by sand mafia without getting any necessary clearances from 

the authorities in large scale thereby, causing heavy loss to the 

exchequer.  Though there are no specific instances of illegal mining 

or shrimp farm cultivation mentioned in the application by the 

applicant, it is clear that such things are happening in large scale 

without getting necessary clearances or permissions from the 

authorities. 

 

11. So under such circumstances we are satisfied that there 

arises a substantial question of environment which requires the 

interference of this Tribunal to resolve the same.  So, we admit the 

matter.  Issue notice to respondents 1 and 2 by post as well by e-

mail and by Dusthi if possible and produce proof of service of 

notice on them by filing necessary affidavit as per rules. 
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12. In order to ascertain the real state of affairs regarding the 

allegations made in the application, we feel it appropriate to 

appoint a Joint Committee comprising of a Senior Scientist from 

Regional Office of Ministry of Environment, Forests and Climate 

Change (MoEF & CC), Chennai, a Senior Scientist from the 

Regional Office of Central Pollution Control Board, Chennai, a 

Senior Officer from the Andhra Pradesh State Coastal Zone 

Management Authority,  a Scientist nominated by National Centre 

for Sustainable Coastal Management (MoEF), Anna University, 

Chennai, a Senior Officer from Andhra Pradesh State Pollution 

Control Board  and the District Collector of East Godavari District  

to inspect the places mentioned in the application along the sea 

coast in East Godavari District and ascertain the allegations made 

in the application and submit a factual as well as action taken 

report if any violation is found. 

 

13. The committee is also directed to go into the question as to 

whether any illegal beach sand mining is being conducted along 

the coastal area in that place and whether any unlawful 

commercial or illegal shrimp farm culture  (aqua farm) are being 

conducted in that area and if any violations are found, the 

committee is directed to recommend the action  to be taken against 

those persons including launching of prosecution and assessment 
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of  environmental compensation for the  damage caused to the 

environment. 

 

14. The committee is also directed to go into the question 

regarding the allegations of encroachment into beach area by the 

aqua farms and if so, what action is taken to remove the same in 

accordance with law. 

 

15. The committee is also directed to specify in the report the 

mechanism by which beach sand mining and aqua farms which 

are going on along the coastal zone are being regulated in the State 

of Andhra Pradesh.  Is there any prosecution launched or any steps 

taken against the persons who are committing any illegal beach 

sand mining?  If so, the details may also be mentioned in the report 

as District Collector is a party to the committee.  

 

16. If the committee wants to include any other officials for the 

purpose of getting necessary details for the compliance of the 

directions of this Tribunal, they are at liberty to include them as 

well in the committee. 

 

17. The committee is also directed to consider the allegation as to 

whether any agricultural land has been converted for the purpose 

of conducting aqua farms in that area.  They are also directed to 

assess any damage that has been caused to agricultural lands and 
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if so assess environmental compensation for the damage caused to 

soil or ground water.   They are also directed to consider the 

question of any contamination caused to the ground water in that 

area by taking water samples from the well or other drinking water 

sources situated nearby which is being used by the public for 

drinking purpose.  If there is any contamination caused, then the 

committee is directed to suggest the recommendations for 

remediation as well. 

 

18. Ministry of Environment, Forests and Climate Change 

(MoEF&CC), Regional Office, Chennai will act as nodal agency for 

co-ordination and for providing necessary logistics for this purpose. 

 

19. The committee is directed to submit the report to this 

Tribunal within a period of three months on or before 08.10.2020 

through e-mail or e-filing at ngtszfiling@gmail.com. 

 

20. The applicant is also directed to serve the copy of the 

application along with the documents to the Standing counsel 

appearing for the State respondents of the State of Andhra Pradesh 

and Central pollution Control Board. The applicant is also directed 

to submit a set of papers to the members of the committee within a 

week. 

 

mailto:ngtszfiling@gmail.com
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21. The Registry is directed to communicate this order along with 

the copy of the paper report and the documents produced to the 

committee members immediately through e-mail so as to enable 

them to comply with the direction. 

 

22. For appearance of parties, filing their response and 

consideration of report, post on 08.10.2020. 

 

 

     ....................................J.M. 
(Justice K. Ramakrishnan) 

                
            
               ............................E.M. 

(Shri. Saibal Dasgupta) 
 
 

O.A. No. 91/2020 (SZ)  
01st July 2020. Sr. 

 
 
 
 


